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and C1-C22, Copies of the listed docmnents are not enclosed because fhey have already been 
submitted m related patent application serial no. 09/416,901 filed October 1 3, 1999. 
Pursuant to 37 C.F.R, § 1.98(d), copies of the documents are not submitted licrewith. Some of 
the cited art may be more relevant to the proteases disclosed in the present iipplication ratlier 
than the claimed App molecules, 

II. Prosecution Strategy 

T 

A multi-application filing stiategy was initiated to expedite prosecution of the 
Asp2 patent applications. Petitions to make special require restriction to a single invention. 
It was predicted that the originally filed claims m 09/416,901 would be reslricted into at least 
5 claun groups (human Asp2 polynucleotides, human Asp2 polyi>ep[ides, methods of 
screening^ murine Asp2 polynucleotide and polypeptide sequences, and methods of using 
antisense oligonucleotides). Therefore, 10 divisional applications were filed in April, 2000 
wherein these 5 claim groups were each presented in two divisional applications. Petitions to 
make special were filed in five of the divisional applications (one for each claim set). 



Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313^1450 
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Because o f antidotal e vidence t hat p etitians t o make s pecial w ill s ometi mes a ctually s low 
prosecution, five identical applications ^vere filed without petitions. 

The American Inventor's Protection Act of November 29, 200Q created new 
provisional riglats in the United States based on a published application. Tlierefore, five 
additional divisional applications were filed in F^)bruaty, 2001 for the purpose of publication 
in the United States. Since the speed at wliich the U.S. PTO would publish these applications 
was uncertain, three PCT applications were filed with the International Bureau with a request 
for expedited publication in May, 2001. The present application is a national phase 
application of one of these PCT applications. These steps were taken to have an application 
publish and be effective in the US. for provisional rights as soon as possible. 

. III. Related Applications 

Submitted herewith, as Appendix A, is list of pending and issued U.S. patent 
applications that are related to the above-identified application. The related applications claim 
priority to U.S. provisional applications 60/101j594 and 60/155^493, and U.S. application 
09/404,133 (abandoned). One or more of the related apphcations may conlain claims that are 
siroilar in scope or content to claitns of the present application. Copies of these applications 
are not enclosed, but are pending in the U.S. Patent Office and should be available to the 
Examiner, 

During the course of prosecution of these applications, different examiners 
have raised a variety of rejections under 35 U.S-C. §102, §103, §112, fiist and second 
paragraphs, and double patenting. Upon request, the Applicants will provide the Examiner 
with copies of office actions aud/or responses filed for the related applications. The 
Examiner is invited to contact the undersigned if further explanation of tlie patent family is 
necessary. 
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IV. Conclusion 

This Inforrnation Disclosura Statement is submitted with a Request for 
Continued Exaoaination and therefore before the receipt of an Office Actioji on the merits. 
Thus, the applicants believe no fee is due with this statement. See 37 CF.R. §1 .97(b). 
However, please charge any necessary fees due in connection with this Information 
Disclosure Statement to Deposit Account No. 13-2855. A copy of this papor is enclosed 
herewith. 



Dated: Jmie25, 2004 



Respectfully submitted. 





ftStfM, Sintich 
Registration No, 
MARSHALL, GERSI^IN & BORUN LLP 
233 S, Wacker Drive, Suite 6300 Sears Tower 
Chicago, Illinois 60606-6357 
(312)474-6300 
Attorneys for Applicant 
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